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effect not intended by the Empress Frederick,
After several long conversations with Bismarck
Queen Victoria quite sided with him and the
Crown Prince William (on the question of the
proposed Battenberg marriage). The Chancellor
managed to bring the Queen over entirely to his
way of thinking (against the alliance)* He said
to her, on this point: " Your Majesty shall be
the judge." He explained the matter to her:
she agreed with him* and left Berlin in a spirit
of antagonism to her daughter. Thus (writes
Freytag) good relations with the ruling person
in England may be expected, and, as Austria is
obliged by circumstances to remain true to the
Triple Alliance, we may look forward, for the
present, to international peace*
Among the gems of German Imperial Family
history Freytag narrates this in a letter dated
June 20, 1888. Meeting Duke Ernest of Coburg,
the Emperor William n. told him that, after the
funeral of his father (the Emperor Frederick), the
Grand Duke of Weimar came to him and said,
in a friendly manner: " If you want advice at any
time you have only to come to me and I will
give it." Freytag says this caused a smile, as
the Grand Duke was the biggest fool of all the
German Princes 1
The Duke of Coburg told Freytag that he had
the following direct from William n. The young
Emperor, in his excitement, said one day to
Bismarck: " There your Highness has done some-
thing stupid (dummheit)." Bismarck replied: